Welcome to St. John’s
United Methodist Church
If you are a first-time attendee or a long-time member; if you
are black, brown, white or anything in between; if you are gay,
straight, bisexual, lesbian, or transgender; if you are a Native
American or an immigrant friend; if you are lay or clergy, male
or female, gender neutral or non-binary, young or old, abled
or differently-abled, rich or poor; no matter what you believe
or what you doubt, no matter what you count on, or what you
question,
you are not only welcome here, you are celebrated here!
We acknowledge that you are a gift of the Creator,
and an individual wonder of God’s creation. Together, we are
family of God,
because we are gathered in the name of the One who makes
us one.
St. John’s has been affiliated with Reconciling
Ministries Network since 1998, when we adopted a
statement affirming the sacred worth of all God’s
children, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender people. We celebrate our diversity, and we
welcome all people to join us in our journey together toward
greater understanding and mutual respect.

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 10:30A.M.
Gathering

Shiloh Morris

Prelude

Clint Barrick
11th Century

Early will I Seek Thee
*Call to Worship based on Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
It’s an invitation to trust in the one who provides care, the one who gathers in, the one who
heals and comforts and loves, the one who puts our feet on the right path.
The Shepherd makes me lie down in green pastures, beside still waters, without fear.
The Shepherd’s comfort is not only balm for troubled souls, it is being equipped for life, built
up so that we can truly live.
The Shepherd restores my soul,
Not just to exist but to live.
The Shepherd restores my being, my desire, my passion, appetite, and emotion, making me alive to
the greenness of the grass and the depth of the water teeming with life itself.
The table we share groans under the weight of so much savory food.
With rod and shepherd’s crook in hand, the Shepherd keeps an eye on our enemies while we eat.
They would make a meal of us if they could.
But I am comforted. The Shepherd is with me.
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me my whole life long.
God is my Shepherd.
I shall not want.

The United Methodist Hymnal

*Processional Hymn, No. 247

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

WIE SCHÖN LEUCHTET DER MORGENSTERN
Verse 2:

Verse 3:

Thou heavenly Brightness! Light divine!
O deep within my heart now shine,
and make thee there an altar!
Fill me with joy and strength to be
thy member, ever joined to thee
in love that cannot falter;
toward thee longing
doth possess me; turn and bless me;
here in sadness
eye and heart long for thy gladness!

What joy to know, when life is past,
the Lord we love is first and last,
the end and the beginning!
He will one day, O glorious grace,
transport us to that happy place
beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen!
Come, Lord Jesus! Crown of gladness,
we are yearning
for the day of your returning.

Verse 1:

O Morning Star, how fair and bright
thou beamest forth in truth and light,
O Sovereign meek and lowly!
Thou Root of Jesse, David's Son,
my Lord and Master, thou hast won
my heart to serve thee solely!
Thou art holy,
fair and glorious, all-victorious,
rich in blessing,
rule and might o'er all possessing.

The Prayers of the Church

Shiloh Morris

After each petition:
God, in your mercy/graciousness,
Hear our prayer.

Congregational Prayer

Shiloh Morris and Congregation

Family in Christ, reconciled to God by God’s own work through Christ, let us pray with confidence
for our own needs, for the needs of those we love, and for the needs of our world.

(Silent prayers are offered by the all.)

Through Christ you make us a new creation, Loving God, for with Christ we leave behind old and
destructive ways to enter the new life of grace.
Accept our prayers in the warm embrace of your compassion, and let us, with you, welcome
with joy all for whom you have made a place at the festive banquet of your table. Let us rejoice
in your love and celebrate the inheritance you have given to us. We ask this in the name Jesus
the Christ. Amen.
*The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Let us share with one another signs of Christ’s peace.
Act of Praise

Avery Hendrickson, piano

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
*Gospel Lesson John 9:1-41
9:1 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.
9:2 His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"
9:3 Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works
might be revealed in him.
9:4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can
work.
9:5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."
9:6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the
mud on the man's eyes,
9:7 saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and washed
and came back able to see.
9:8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?"
9:9 Some were saying, "It is he." Others were saying, "No, but it is someone like him." He kept saying,
"I am the man."
9:10 But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?"
9:11 He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to
Siloam and wash.' Then I went and washed and received my sight."
9:12 They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."
9:13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
9:14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.
9:15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He
put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see."

9:16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath."
But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And they were divided.
9:17 So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened."
He said, "He is a prophet."
9:18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight
9:19 and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?"
9:20 His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind;
9:21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him;
he is of age. He will speak for himself."
9:22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.
9:23 Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."
9:24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, "Give
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner."
9:25 He answered, "I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was
blind, now I see."
9:26 They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?"
9:27 He answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?"
9:28 Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.
9:29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from."
9:30 The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and
yet he opened my eyes.
9:31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and
obeys his will.

9:32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born
blind.
9:33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing."
9:34 They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?" And they
drove him out.
9:35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in
the Son of Man?"
9:36 He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him."

9:37 Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he."

9:38 He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him.
9:39 Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and
those who do see may become blind."
9:40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?"
9:41 Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 'We see,'
your sin remains.
For the gift of the gospel.
Thanks be to God.
A Time for Young Disciples
Hymn No. 707

Avery Hendrickson

The United Methodist Hymnal
PROMISE

Hymn of Promise

Verse 1

In the bulb there is a flower;
In the seed, an apple tree;
In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter
There's a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season,
Something God alone can see.
Verse 2

There's a song in every silence,
Seeking word and melody;
There's a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,
Unrevealed until its season,
Something God alone can see.
Sermon

Rev. Kevin Young

Nit-Pickers, Wound-Lickers, Goodness-Sakers and Arm Wavers

*Hymn of Response No. 267

Oh Love, How Deep

The United Methodist Hymnal

DEO GRACIAS

Verse1:

Verse 4:

O love, how deep, how broad, how high,
it fills the heart with ecstasy,
that God, the Son of God, should take
our mortal form for mortals' sake!

For us to evil power betrayed,
scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed,
he bore the shameful cross and death,
for us gave up his dying breath.

Verse 2:

Verse 5:

For us baptized, for us he bore
his holy fast and hungered sore,
for us temptation sharp he knew;
for us the tempter overthrew.

For us he rose from death again;
for us he went on high to reign;
for us he sent his Spirit here,
to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

Verse 3:

Verse 6:

For us he prayed; for us he taught;
for us his daily works he wrought;
by words and signs and actions thus
still seeking not himself, but us.

All glory to our Lord and God
for love so deep, so high, so broad:
the Trinity whom we adore,
forever and forevermore.

THANKSGIVING
Offering

Shiloh Morris and Congregation

Prayer of Dedication
For the gift and possibility of reconciliation and forgiveness,
we give thanks.
For the way in which these offerings will enable us to choose love,
we give thanks.
For the gift of this community bound and working together,
we give thanks.
Amen.

Offertory Anthem

I Believe

Mark Miller

I believe in the sun
even when it is not shining
And I believe in love,
even when there’s no one there.
And I believe in God,
even when he is silent.
*Doxology and Presentation of Gifts
Hymn, No. 95

The United Methodist Hymnal

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

OLD 100TH

SENDING FORTH

Acts of Faith
*Hymn of Faith, No 671

God Be with You Til We Meet Again

Rev. Kevin Young
The United Methodist Hymnal
GOD BE WITH YOU

Verse 1:

Verse 3:

God be with you till we meet again;
by his counsels guide, uphold you,
with his sheep securely fold you;
God be with you till we meet again.

God be with you till we meet again;
when life's perils thick confound you,
put his arms unfailing round you;
God be with you till we meet again.
(Refrain)

Refrain:

Till we meet, till we meet,
till we meet at Jesus' feet;
till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.
Verse 2:

God be with you till we meet again;
neath his wings securely hide you,
daily manna still provide you;
God be with you till we meet again.
(Refrain)

Verse 4:

God be with you till we meet again;
keep love's banner floating o'er you,
smite death's threatening wave before you;
God be with you till we meet again.
(Refrain)

*Dismissal with Blessing

Shiloh Morris

Let us go from this place, not to avoid struggle but to open ourselves to blessing through the
cleansing depths of repentance and by the words of the Spirit.
Let us go as works of the hands of the Artist of souls, sculpted out of the rocks of wilderness
and fasting. May the discipline of these forty days sharpen our hunger for the food of God’s
holy friendship and whet our thirst for the living water that restores our souls.
The grace and peace of God be with you.
And also with you. Amen.

Please be seated for the Postlude.
Postlude

Hornpipe

Clint Barrick
George Frederic Handel (1685-1759)

“Dorothy Day with Homeless Christ” , Kelly Latimore
"Don't call me a saint." -- Dorothy Day
"I started painting icons in 2011 while I was a member of the
Common Friars from 2009-2013. Our collective work was about
being more connected: to ourselves, each other, our surrounding
community and the land. This manifested itself as a place called “The
Good Earth Farm” where we held weekly services and meals, and
grew produce for our community and local food pantries.
Iconography has since become a practice of more considerations: of
color and light, of brush stroke and form, symbol and meaning...However, I do not wish to approach Iconography as an art form
that simply follows an inherited tradition, knowledge and practice.
I want it to be a creative process, meditation, and practice that
brings about new self knowledge for the viewer and myself.
Who are the saints that are among us here and now?
I was not taught by a traditional Iconographer, and so to some, I am breaking many rules. There are icons here that
people may find theologically unsound and wrong, or for others, helpful and inspiring. I think both reactions are
important. My hope is that these icons do what all art can potentially do, which is, to create more dialogue.”

CLICK THE GRAPHIC TO GIVE YOUR GIFT ONLINE!

