If you are a first-time attendee or a long-time member; if you are black, brown, white or anything
in between; if you are gay, straight, bisexual, lesbian, or transgender; if you are a Native American
or an immigrant friend; if you are lay or clergy, male or female, gender neutral or non-binary,
young or old, abled or differently-abled, rich or poor; no matter what you believe or what you
doubt, no matter what you count on, or what you question,
you are not only welcome here, you are celebrated here!
We acknowledge that you are a gift of the Creator,
and an individual wonder of God’s creation. Together, we are family of God,
because we are gathered in the name of the One who makes us one.

St. John’s has been affiliated with Reconciling Ministries Network since 1998, when we
adopted a statement affirming the sacred worth of all God’s children, including lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender people. We celebrate our diversity, and we welcome all people to
join us in our journey together toward greater understanding and mutual respect.

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 10:30A.M.
ENTRANCE

Gathering
Prelude

Rev. Kevin Young
Clint Barrick
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

Adagio

Call to Worship

Sharla Boyd

Let us gather together this day in the presence of the Holy God, who may not be fully grasped, but
who may be gazed upon.
Let us gather in the presence of the Holy God, who is not easily understood, but who is full of
understanding.
Come together, as children a Holy God, who does not come at our beck and call, but who is always
nearer than the breath we breathe.
We gather as children of God, in confident assurance that God is here, among us, in us,
through us, this day.
Hymn of Praise, No. 66

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

The United Methodist Hymnal

LAUDA ANIMA

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven,
to the throne thy tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
evermore God's praises sing.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King.

3. Father-like, God tends and spares us;
well our feeble frame God knows;
mother-like, God gently bears us,
rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Widely yet God's mercy flows.

2. Praise the Lord for grace and favor
to all people in distress;
praise God, still the same as ever,
slow to chide, and swift to bless.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Glorious now God's faithfulness.

4. Angels in the heights, adoring,
you behold God face to face;
saints triumphant, now adoring,
gathered in from every race.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise with us the God of grace.

The Prayers of God’s Children
Pastoral Prayer

Rev. Kevin Young

As we lift our hearts to you in prayer, loving God, we ask for help in letting go of all things
that hold us, that immobilize us, and cause us to doubt.,
We pray through Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. Amen.
Act of Praise

Hymn to Joy

Annette Gregg and Elsie Couch, bells
arr. Carol R. Dune

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
Lesson from the Hebrew Scripture Exodus 14:19-31

Kacee Logsdon

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the
pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the
army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the
night; one did not come near the other all night.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. God drove the sea back by a strong east
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot
drivers.
At the morning watch, God, in the pillar of fire and cloud, looked down upon the Egyptian
army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. Their chariot wheels were clogged so that they
turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for God is fighting for
them against Egypt."
Then God said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." So Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, God
tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot
drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained.
But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on
their right and on their left.
Thus God saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on
the seashore. Israel saw the great work that God did against the Egyptians. So the people feared
God and believed in God and in God’s servant Moses.
For the word of God in holy scripture.
Thanks be to God.
A Time for Young Disciples
Hymn No. 191

Jesus Loves Me

Prior to Children’s Sermon:
Jesus loves me! this I know,
For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong;
They are weak, but He is strong.

Avery Hendrickson

The United Methodist Hymnal

JESUS LOVES ME

After Children’s Sermon:
Yes, Jesus loves me
Yes, Jesus loves me
Yes, Jesus loves me
The Bible tells me so

Sermon

Rev. Kevin Young

Not Every Cloud

The United Methodist Hymnal

Hymn of Response, No. 390

Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive

DETROIT

1. 'Forgive our sins as we forgive,'
you taught us, Lord, to pray,
but you alone can grant us grace
to live the words we say.

3. In blazing light your cross reveals
the truth we dimly knew:
what trivial debts are owed to us,
how great our debt to you!

2. How can your pardon reach and bless
the unforgiving heart,
that broods on wrongs and will not let
old bitterness depart?

4. Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls,
and bid resentment cease;
then, bound to all in bonds of love,
our lives will spread your peace.

THANKSGIVING

Offering
Prayer of Dedication

Rev. Kevin Young

As we offer our gifts, gracious God, we confess that the magnitude of the need around us
can cause us to hesitate. Instead, may we give this day, not expecting to meet all need, but
so that we might participate in your good work in the world, because we can. Amen.
Offertory Anthem

Awake, My Heart

Jane M. Marshall

Awake, my heart, and render to God thy sure defender,
thy maker, thy preserver, a song of love and fervor.
Confirm my deeds and guide me;
my day with thee beside me,
beginning, middle, ending,
will all be upward trending.
My heart shall be thy dwelling
with joy and gladness swelling;
thy word my nurture given
to bring me on toward heaven.
Doxology and Presentation of Gifts
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Allleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SENDING FORTH
Acts of Faith

Rev. Kevin Young

The United Methodist Hymnal

Hymn of Faith, No. 129

Give to the Winds Thy Fears

FESTAL SONG

1. Give to the winds thy fears;
hope and be undismayed.
God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears,
God shall lift up thy head.

3. Leave to God's sovereign sway
to choose and to command;
so shalt thou, wondering, own that way,
how wise, how strong this hand.

2. Through waves and clouds and storms,
God gently clears thy way;
wait thou God's time; so shall this night
soon end in joyous day.

4. Let us in life, in death,
thy steadfast truth declare,
and publish with our latest breath
thy love and guardian care.

Benediction

Rev. Kevin Young

Let us go now, trusting in God who led the Hebrew slaves to freedom. Let us go, with souls entirely
open to God’s spirit, free to rejoice in the freedom that God is bringing to all. Let us go, having our
steps ordered by faith, and our passions directed by the grace, peace, and love of God. Amen.

Please remain online for the Postlude.
Postlude

Rondeau

Clint Barrick
Jean-Joseph Mouret (1682-1738)

Apology from the "wall of shame" in Vancouver
Created after the riots in the city of Vancouver after the Stanley Cup loss in 2011

