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If you are a first-time attendee or a long-time member; if you are black, brown, white or
anything in between; if you are gay, straight, bisexual, lesbian, or transgender; if you are a
Native American or an immigrant friend; if you are lay or clergy, male or female, gender
neutral or non-binary, young or old, abled or differently-abled, rich or poor; no matter
what you believe or what you doubt, no matter what you count on, or what you
question,
you are not only welcome here, you are celebrated here!
We acknowledge that you are a gift of the Creator,
and an individual wonder of God’s creation. Together, we are family of God,
because we are gathered in the name of the One who makes us one.

St. John’s has been affiliated with Reconciling Ministries Network since 1998, when
we adopted a statement affirming the sacred worth of all God’s children,
including lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people. We celebrate our
diversity, and we welcome all people to join us in our journey together toward greater
understanding and mutual respect.

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 10:30A.M.
ENTRANCE

Gathering.
Prelude

Rev. Ann Akin
Clint Barrick
John Henry Hopkins, Jr. (1820-1891)

Three Kings of Orient

Lighting the Christ Candle (adapted, Spoken Word by B. Kevin Smalls)

Greg Carley

Seemingly, the darkness has been so thick, not quick to trust anything resembling light. Might be a
trick...and tricks don't always lead to a treat, so I retreat in the darkness, hoping, slightly.
The light is not found in the measure of the day but the Way the voice appeared.
It was the light and life to all people and there was no equal to its clear and present demand.
I can, I believed. I can rise right along with the sun.
Darkness is for lying down, laying down, hanging around, pretending to be asleep. All the
while the light slowly creeps between the cracks in the blinds...which are unsuccessful in stopping
the invitation...to liberation…
Arise, shine, the light has come.

Light the Christ candle, while saying:
Arise, shine the light has come.
Hymn No. 604

Praise and Thanksgiving Be To God
1. Praise and thanksgiving be to God our maker,
Source of all blessing, prodigal creator.
Baptized and made your own,
now we come before you,
While we adore you.
2. Not our own holiness nor that we have striven
Brings us the peace which you, O Christ have given.
Baptized and set apart, strengthen us, O Savior,
With grace and favor.

Pastoral Prayer

The United Methodist Hymnal

CHRISTE SANCTORUM

3. Come, Holy Spirit, comein visitation;
You are the truth, our hope, and our salvation.
Baptize with joy and power, give,
O Dove descending,
Life never ending.
Praise to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
One Lord, one faith, one source of every merit.
Here now renew your church
through this water given;
Grant peace from heaven.

Rev. Kevin Young

Act of Praise

I Know That My Redeemer Lives

Kate Zabriskie, soprano
arr. Robert Lee Rowberry

1. I know that my Redeemer lives.
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he is the living bread,
He lives, my ever-living Head.
He lives to bless me with his love.
He lives to plead for me above.
He lives my hungry soul to feed.
He lives to bless in time of need.

3. He lives, my kind, wise heav’nly Friend.
He lives and loves me to the end.
He lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing.
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.
He lives and grants me daily breath.
He lives, and I shall conquer death.
He lives my mansion to prepare.
He lives to bring me safely there.

2. He lives to grant me rich supply.
He lives to guide me with his eye.
He lives to comfort me when faint.
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.
He lives to silence all my fears.
He lives to wipe away my tears.
He lives to calm my troubled heart.
He lives all blessings to impart.

4. He lives! All glory to his name!
He lives, my Savior, still the same.
Oh, sweet the joy this sentence gives:
“I know that my Redeemer lives!”
He lives! All glory to his name!
He lives, my Savior, still the same.
Oh, sweet the joy this sentence gives:
“I know that my Redeemer lives!”

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
New Testament Lesson Acts 19:1-7

Anna Brandt

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus,
where he found some disciples. He said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became
believers?" They replied, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." Then he said, "Into
what then were you baptized?" They answered, "Into John's baptism." Paul said, "John baptized
with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after
him, that is, in Jesus." On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and
prophesied--altogether there were about twelve of them.
For the Word of God in holy scripture.
Thanks be to God.

Time for Young Disciples
Hymn No. 2128

Come and Find the Quiet Center
As the children gather:
1 Come and find the quiet center
in the crowded life we lead,
find the room for hope to enter,
find the frame where we are freed:
Clear the chaos and the clutter,
clear our eyes, that we can see
all the things that really matter,
be at peace, and simply be.

Avery Hendrickson

The Faith We Sing
BEACH SPRING

As the children depart:
3 In the Spirit let us travel,
open to each other's pain,
let our loves and fears unravel,
celebrate the space we gain:
there's a place for deepest dreaming,
there's a time for heart to care,
in the Spirit's lively scheming
there is always room to spare!

Sermon

Rev. Kevin Young

Caught Not Taught

The United Methodist Hymnal

Hymn No. 332

Spirit of Faith, Come Down

BEALOTH

1. Spirit of faith, come down,
reveal the things of God,
and make to us the Godhead known,
and witness with the blood.
'Tis thine the blood to apply
and give us eyes to see,
who did for every sinner die
hath surely died for me.

3. O that the world might know
the all atoning Lamb!
Spirit of faith, descend and show
the virtue of his name;
the grace which all may find,
the saving power, impart,
and testify to humankind,
and speak in every heart.

2. No one can truly say
that Jesus is the Lord,
unless thou take the veil away
and breathe the living Word.
Then, only then, we feel
our interest in his blood,
and cry with joy unspeakable,
"Thou art my Lord, my God!"

4. Inspire the living faith
(which whosoe'er receive,
the witness in themselves they have
and consciously believe),
the faith that conquers all,
and doth the mountain move,
and saves whoe'er on Jesus call,
and perfects them in love.

THANKSGIVING
Offering

Rev. Ann Akin

Prayer of Dedication
Anthem

The Work of Christmas

Dan Forrest

When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers,
To make music from the heart.
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins.

Doxology and Presentation of Gifts
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Allleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SENDING FORTH
Acts of Faith
Hymn No. 188

Christ Is the World’s Light

Rev. Kevin Young

The United Methodist Hymnal
CHRISTE SANCTORUM

1 Christ is the world's light, Christ and none other;
born in our darkness, he became our brother.
If we have seen him, we have seen the Father:
Glory to God on high!

3 Christ is the world's life, Christ and none other;
sold once for silver, murdered here, our brother;
he, who redeems us, reigns with God the Father:
Glory to God on high!

2 Christ is the world's peace, Christ and none other;
no one can serve him and despise another.
Who else unites us, one in God the Father?
Glory to God on high!

4 Give God the glory, God and none other;
give God the glory, Spirit, Son, and Father;
give God the glory, God with us, my brother:
Glory to God on high!

*Dismissal with Blessing.

Rev. Ann Akin

So you shall see, and stand in awe at the salvation that God is bringing into our world.
And immediately, the Spirit drove Jesus out into the barren places:
Today, God is still acting on our behalf. Rise up! Head out, even to the barren places, where you will
see the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, and in the faces of our neighbors, and shining in our
hearts in ways that all the world can see.
We will rise up and go.
Go with God’s blessing, God’s grace, and God’s peace.
Amen.
Postlude

Now the Old Year is Passed Away

Clint Barrick
J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

We're looking for readers who would like to participate in our weekly
worship services.
While we're still worshiping virtually, readers are welcome to
participate in the service in-person by signing up to do a reading.
Sign up at http://bit.ly/SJUMC2021Read
For more information on readings, contact a member of office staff
at openminds@stjohnslubbock.org

Shining Hope
Lauren Wright Pittman

After a long journey, the star hovers,
suspended over the wise men’s destination.
Shining Hope images the joy of this moment and reminds us to revel in wonder of
the journey itself."
Lauren is an artist, graphic designer, and theologian. She studied Media Design at Middle Tennessee State University, worked as a wetlands
advocate in Southern Louisiana, and attended
Columbia Theological Seminary to piece together
her passions for artistic expression, design, and
Creation Care.
While in seminary, Lauren found a passion for
seeking after God and processing scripture
through visual exploration. The visual arts offered
her a holy space to ask questions, take risks, and
make bold statements. Her paint brush, acrylic
paints, sharpies, and colored pencils became mediums for liberation, helping set her voice free.
Once she began this journey in visual self expression, she became determined to create spaces
where others could find this freedom and find
their own voice, whether it be in the act of creating, in liturgical arts, or in visual meditative practices like Visio Divina.

