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Lectionary
November 28

Awake to Wonder

Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity
As I began this particular image, I
imagined a scene of chaos and
apocalypse. However, as I drew a
woman lifting her head and
reaching for the fig tree, I began to
see a vision of beauty and hope, a
glimpse of one’s whole being
awake to wonder.
I think we all share a collective
homesickness. It feels like
nostalgia. It looks like the trauma
hiding in our past. It can turn into
foreboding fear that robs us of real joy. But
in this image and in Jesus’ words, I see a
call to resilience despite the difficult
realities that confront us. I see a longing so
deep that it keeps us reaching—for a home
restored, for comfort renewed, for the fruit
that is sure to come.
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Welcome to St. John’s!
If you are a first-time attendee or a long-time member; if you are black, brown,
white or anything in between; if you are gay, straight, bisexual, lesbian, or
transgender; if you are a Native American or an immigrant friend; if you are lay or
clergy, male or female, gender neutral or non-binary, young or old, abled or
differently-abled, rich or poor; no matter what you believe or what you doubt, no
matter what you count on, or what you question, you are not only welcome
here, you are celebrated here!
We acknowledge that you are a gift of the Creator, and an individual wonder of
God’s creation. Together, we are family of God, because we are gathered in the
name of the One who makes us one.
St. John’s has been affiliated with Reconciling Ministries Network
since 1998, when we adopted a statement affirming the sacred
worth of all God’s children, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender people. We celebrate our diversity, and we welcome
all people to join us in our journey together toward greater understanding and
mutual respect.
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The Worship of God - 10:30 A.M. Service
When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. During the Advent
and Christmas season, we journey through scriptures and rituals that
are tender, heavy with emotion, and vulnerable. We carry the memories and
truths of this season close to our hearts. Close to Home acknowledges the
“already but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and yet, God’s
promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully realized. It names our deep
longing for God to come close to us.
This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who dwells intimately with us.
May we expand safety and sanctuary for everyone wandering far from home.
May we come home, wherever home is found—
to live fully with joy, hope, and courage.

Gathering
Prelude

ENTRANCE

Now Come, Savior of the Gentiles

Wesley Orr
Clint Barrick
J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Call to Worship for the First Sunday of Advent
Lindsey Sobehrad
Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known?
We are homesick for a just world,
for peace like rivers,
for the end of suffering.
Yes, we are homesick—
for joy that is contagious,
for nations that feel like neighbors,
and for hospitals that run empty.
We are homesick for the world God promises.
We are homesick, but we are on our way.
God is here. God is still creating.
Let us worship Holy God.

나의 구원 나의 영광 하나님께 있으니
On God my salvation and my glory rest
내 힘의 반석과 피난처 되시네
The rock of my strength, my refuge is in
God

오직 주만이 나의 반석 나의 구원 이시니
He only is my rock and my salvation
오직 주만이 나의 산성 내가 요동치 아니하리
My stronghold; I shall not be greatly
shaken.
내가 요동치 아니하리
I shall not be greatly shaken.

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
Prayer for Illumination

Greg Carley

*Gospel Lesson Luke 21:25-36, p. 85-86

Greg Carley

A Time for Young Disciples
Hymn No. 224

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
As the children arrive:
2. Good Christian friends, rejoice,
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss:
News, news!
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He hath opened heaven's door,
and ye are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this,
Christ was born for this!
Sermon

Sylinda Evans-Reagor
The United Methodist Hymnal
IN DULCI JUBILO

As the children depart:
3. Good Christian friends, rejoice,
with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave:
News, news!
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save,
Christ was born to save!
Rev. Ann Akin

Prayer of the People
Lindsey Sobehrad
Now with the confidence of children, we pray together, saying. . .
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Divine Peacemaker—
hallowed be your name.
*Processional Hymn, No. 196
The United Methodist Hymnal
Immanuel, God with us—
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
HYFRYDOL
hallowed be your name.
In us, through us, and around us, your kin-dom come
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Donna & Kamryn Chandler
where the wolf will live with the lamb
and the lion will feed with the calf.
Act of Praise
Hwanwook Lee, bass, Eunwha Kang, piano
Bread of life, feed us with your truth.
For our indifference to the wonder of your coming, forgive us.
오직 주만이 (He only is)
Protect us from the constant dangers
My stronghold; I shall not be greatly shaken.
나의 영혼이 잠잠히 하나님만 바람이요
and enticing temptations we face each day.
My soul waits in silence for the Lord, my
Word who became flesh and lived among us,
나의 영혼이 간절히 여호와를 갈망하며
God only
we have seen your glory, full of grace and truth.
My soul seeks earnestly and thirsts for the
나의 구원이 그에게서 나는 도다
As You come to us now, and You will come to us again in glory,
Lord my God
For my salvation comes from him alone
when we will join all heaven and earth in giving you blessing
나의 입술이 여호와를 찬양하리
and honor and glory and might forever!
My lips shall sing praises to the Lord my
나의 영혼아 잠잠히 하나님만 바라라
Amen
God
My soul, wait in silence for the Lord my God
only,
오직 주만이 나의 반석 나의 구원 이시니
나의 소망이 저에게서 나는 도다
THANKSGIVING
He only is my rock and my salvation
For my hope comes from him alone
Call to Offering
Rev. Ann Akin
오직 주만이 나의 산성 내가 요동치 아니하리
Prayer of Dedication
My stronghold; I shall not be greatly shaken.
오직 주만이 나의 반석 나의 구원 이시니
He only is my rock and my salvation
*Offertory Hymn, No. 730
The United Methodist Hymnal
오직 주만이 나의 산성 내가 요동치 아니하리
O Day of God, Draw Nigh
ST. MICHAEL

*Please stand at moments in this service marked with an asterisk.

St. John’s Chancel Choir

Offertory Anthem

My Jesus, I Love Thee

arr. Paul Sjolund

My Jesus, I love thee,
I know thou art mine;
for thee all the follies of sin I resign;
my gracious Redeemer,
my Savior art thou;
if ever I loved thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.
I love thee because
thou hast first loved me
and purchased my pardon
on Calvary's tree;
I love thee for wearing
the thorns on thy brow;
if ever I loved thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.

I'll love thee in life,
I will love thee in death,
and praise thee as long
as thou lendest me breath,
and say when the deathdew
lies cold on my brow:
If ever I loved thee,
my Jesus, 'tis now.
In mansions of glory
and endless delight,
I'll ever adore thee in heaven so bright;
I'll sing with the glittering
crown on my brow:
If ever I loved thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.

*Doxology and Presentation of Gifts
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

SENDING FORTH

*Acts of Faith

*Recessional Hymn, No. 206

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

Rev. Ann Akin

The United Methodist Hymnal

HOUSTON

Welcoming our New Members
We rejoice to welcome you as members of Christ’s holy
Church, and we bid you welcome to St. John’s United
Methodist Church. With you we renew our vows to uphold it
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our
witness.
*Benediction with Choral Amen
Rev. Ann Akin
As you leave this service, your service begins: Comfort the
homesick. Open your doors to others. Seek sanctuary. Be brave
enough to go home by another way. And remember that here
in God’s house, all are welcomed—so come back soon. In the
name of our Foundation — God, Spirit, and Son — go in peace.

(Choir only) Amen.
Postlude

(Please be seated for the Postlude.)

Noel in A minor

Clint Barrick
Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772)

Altar flowers this morning are thoughtfully
given by Amy Johnson-Rubio.

