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Welcome to St. John’s! 

Meet Our Staff. 

Welcome to worship at St. John’s United Methodist Church.  
 
You are welcome and celebrated in this faith community!  
If you are a first time attendee or a long-time member;  
If you are black, brown, white or anything in between;  
If you are gay, straight, bisexual, lesbian, or transgender;  
If you are a Native American or an immigrant friend;  
If you are male or female, young or old, abled or differently-abled, rich or poor;  
No matter what you believe or doubt;  
No matter where you are on life's journey;  
You are a gift of the Creator God. Together, we are family of God,  
because we are gathered in the name of the One who makes us one.  

 
St. John’s has been affiliated with Reconciling Ministries Network 
since 1998, when we adopted a statement affirming the sacred 
worth of all God’s children, including lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender people. We celebrate our diversity and welcome all 
people to join us in our journey together toward greater 

understanding and mutual respect.  
 
We welcome children and enjoy their participation in all aspects of 
congregational life. For caregivers of small children, a changing table is available 
in the front bathroom and the library is open if you need a quiet place to tend to 
your little one. A nursery with certified workers is available for infants through 
age 5 at the southeast corner of the building if you need respite. Ushers will be 
glad to direct you to any of these resources.  

Address: 1501 University Ave. Lubbock, TX 79401    

Phone: 806-762-0123       Web: stjohnslubbock.org 

Email: openminds@stjohnslubbock.org 

Second Sunday  
in Lent 

Sunday, March 5 

10:30 a.m. 

From the Lectionary 
Born Again 

Lauren Wright Pittman 
 
"Jesus lists metaphors 
that swirl around and fly 
over Nicodemus’ head, 
such as, “the wind blows 
where it chooses.” Jesus’ 
words create a halo of 
confusion around  
Nicodemus’ head. 
 
I imagine Nicodemus 
faced away from Jesus 
with his eyes closed, 
grappling for answers by 
playing the metaphors 
in his head like little  
vignettes on repeat. 
 
While Nicodemus spins in his searching, Jesus says simply, 'We speak 
of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not 
receive our testimony.' 
 
In Jesus’ perspective, his explanations to Nicodemus are as real and 
tangible as earthly things, but for 
Nicodemus Jesus’ words seem so 
distant, so celestial. Nicodemus is a 
leader of the Jews; he has all of the 
knowledge of the law and of  
doctrine, but he doesn’t know Jesus. 
He’s not even really listening to  
Jesus. Jesus is right in front of his 
face. He can reach out and touch 
him. But they are light years away 
from one another." 
 
I wonder how things would shift for 
Nicodemus if he would just look at 
Jesus. . ."  

Members: 
St. John's Homebound 

Jane Haynes 
Bob & Donna Albin 

 

Friends and Family: 
Food Voucher Clients  

Those affected by COVID-19 
Lee Edwards 
Dolly Shuey 

Jo and Dick Jackson 
 

Please Remember in Prayer: 



The Worship of God - 10:30 A.M. Service 
 
 

ENTRANCE 
**Gathering  Revs. Josh Stueve & Ann Akin 
 

Prelude    Clint Barrick 

Forty Days and Forty Nights  William Henry Monk (1823-1889)  
 

*Call to Worship  Boy Scout Troop 406 

Welcome pilgrims on the way to the cross. 
We are learning to follow Jesus. 
When God says, “Go!” without telling us the destination, 
Show us, Christ, how to go forward in faith. 
When re-birth is the impossible way forward, 
Christ, be our midwife as we accept God’s call to be reborn. 
When we find ourselves in the in-between of where we’ve been and 
where we’re going, 
Christ, meet us on the way and bless us in the going. 
Pilgrims on the way, come let us worship God! 
We come to worship God as we learn to live inside out! Amen. 

 

*Hymn No. 159  The United Methodist Hymnal 
Lift High the Cross  CRUCIFER 
 

Prayers of the People | The Lord’s Prayer   Rev. Ann Akin 

God in your graciousness/mercy 

Hear our prayers. 
 
Our Father who art in Heaven hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Act of Praise  Abbi Hobbs, mezzo soprano; Bryce Taylor, baritone 

The Day is Ended  J. C. Bartlett 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

Old Testament Reading - Genesis 12: 1-4a, p. 10  Boy Scout Troop 406   
Psalter Lesson - Psalm 121, p.  
 

*New Testament Lesson - John 3: 1-17, p. 93—94, N.T. Rev. Josh Stueve 

The word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon  Rev. Josh Stueve 
 
Affirmation of Faith No. 882  The United Methodist Hymnal 
The Apostles’ Creed, Ecumenical Version  Rev. Ann Akin 
 

*Hymn No. 70          The United Methodist Hymnal 
Gloria Patri              MEINEKE 

 
 

 
THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION 

Please approach the altar using the center aisle.  
You may kneel or stand at the communion rail. Please speak your name to 

the servers so that you may receive the bread and cup  
by name.  We receive by intinction. (As you receive the bread,  

hold it until the cup is offered. Dip the bread into the cup and then eat.)  
 

When you are ready, you may return to your seat using the  
side aisles. If you are unable to come to the altar,  

please tell an usher so that we may serve you in your seat.  
Our communion bread is now vegan, free of dairy, egg, and gluten. 

 
 All people gathered to worship God are invited  

to receive the bread and the cup. 
Communion Stewards: Boy Scout Troop 406 

  
Invitation to the Offering  Rev. Josh Stueve 
 

*Hymn No. 77  The United Methodist Hymnal 
How Great Thou Art  HOW GREAT THOU ART 
 

Anthem Jordan Hastings, oboe 

The Lord Is My Shepherd, from Requiem  John Rutter 
 

*Doxology and Presentation of Gifts, p. 95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 

Invitation to the Table  Rev. Josh Stueve & Rev. Ann Akin  
The Great Thanksgiving, Musical Setting E, p. 24 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 
 

Music for Communion  St. John’s Choral Scholars 

Jesu Dulcis Memoria  Tomás Luis de Victoria 
 

Hymn No. 2269  The Faith We Sing 

Come, Share the Lord  DIVERNON 
 

Hymn No. 2268  The Faith We Sing 

As We Gather at Your Table  RAQUEL 

 
 

SENDING FORTH 
Reception of New Members Rev. Ann Akin 

We rejoice to welcome you as members of  
Christ’s Holy Church, and we bid you welcome  
to St. John’s United Methodist Church.  
With you we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers,  
our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. 

*You’re invited to stand at moments in this service marked with an asterisk. 
**Please silence all cell phones and electronic devices.  

 
*Hymn of Faith, No. 292  The United Methodist Hymnal 
What Wondrous Love Is This  WONDROUS LOVE 
 

Benediction        Rev. Josh Stueve 

We came to worship 

We go now to serve. 
We have been given the light. 
We go now to let it shine. 
We have been blessed by God’s love. 
We go now to share it. 
We are Christ’s disciples. 
We go now to witness to all. Amen. 

 
Please be seated for the Postlude.  

 

Postlude    Clint Barrick 

Grand Jeu   Pierre du Mage (1674-1751)  

United Women in Faith Updates 

Monthly Meeting: UWF will meet Saturday, March 11, at 11:00 a.m.  

in the Conference Room at St. John's. This meeting will be led by Janet 

Snively and is titled Growing Seeds. Everyone is invited to bring their 

brown bag lunch and join us. 

 
Food Drive Through Lent 
We’re helping the Lubbock 
community and TTU  
students by supporting 
Raider Red’s Food Pantry. 
Raider Red's Food Pantry  
supplies students with 
short-term access to  
supplemental food, 

 connecting students with resources on and off campus in an  
effort to support student wellbeing.  
 
From Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday, food donations 
can be dropped off in the provided barrels in the Garden Room 
and Narthex during regular office hours or on Sunday mornings.  
 
Donations can also be made by cash, check, or online at 
www.stjohnslubbock.org.  


